There is little doubt that Rau would have noticed and reported P. exclamans in the St. Louis region if the species had been present there during his lifetime. He published 39 papers and one book chapter (Rau and Rau, I918) on the Polistes of 43 named localities in that area during the years I918-I946, and devoted his last years to writing a book dealing exclusively with the bionomics of P'olistes (Rau, unpublished manuscript I prefer this term to the older "haplometrosis" or "monogyny", and the term "social nest founding" to "pleometrosis" or "polygyny", for reasons given in West, 1967b . (Rau, 1943; Caskey, 1955) . Similarly, Rau (I942b) found only solitary foundresses in P. fuscatus (--"'variatus") in Missouri, whereas in Michigan social nest founding was most common in that species (West, I967a, b). Geographic variation in mode of nest founding has also been noted in the European wasp P. gallicus (see Hamilton, I964 Submit your manuscripts at http://www.hindawi.com
